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2.4 Where technical regulations are required and relevant international
standards exist or their completion is imminent, Members shall use them,
or the relevant parts of them, as a basis for their technical regulations....
2.8 Wherever appropriate, Members shall specify technical regulations
based on product requirements in terms of performance rather than design
or descriptive characteristics.
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Structures and structural elements shall be designed, constructed and
maintained in such a way that they are suited for their use during the
design working life and in an economic way. In particular they shall, with
appropriate degrees of reliability, fulfill the following requirements:

-they shall perform adequately under all expected actions (serviceability
limit state requirement);

-they shall withstand extreme and/or frequently repeated actions
occurring during their construction and anticipated use (ultimate limit
state requirement);
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(General principles on reliability for structures, 1998 )
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