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Impact Analysis of COVID-19 and Decarbonization
on Japanese Port Cargo Volume

NAGATSU Yoshiyuki*
AKAKURA Yasuhiro**

Synopsis

The COVID-19 pandemic since 2020 has had diverse impacts on the economy and maritime transport.
In the same year, the Japanese government declared it would achieve carbon neutral society by 2050, and
the conversion of fossil fuel to renewable energy has been rapidly progressing.

In the cargo estimation of Japan or particular ports, it is necessary to figure out what items are affected,
and how much they have been affected by these structural changes in the economy and maritime transport
since 2020.

This study estimated the impact of COVID-19 and decarbonization on nationwide future cargo volumes
by analyzing the newest trends and government policies. As a result, it was revealed the cargo volumes
and trends of 23 items will possibly change. Of those 23, the following will increase: exports of agricultural,
forestry, fishery and food products, imports of woody biomass, exports and imports of storage batteries,
exports of semiconductor manufacturing equipment, and exports of cardboard paper; meanwhile the
following will decrease, imports of fuel coal, crude oil, and liquefied natural gas while exports of video

equipment, imports of pulp and paper, and exports of waste paper.
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