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An Estimation of the Negative Impact of US West Coast Port Disruption
on Asia-US Maritime Container Transport
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Abstract

The progress of international container shipping has advanced globalization by achieving the highly
frequent, efficient and stable supply-chain. This sophisticated global supply-chain, however, was
identified as having the aspect of fragility against various disasters. Based on this background, this
study analyzes the impact of 2014/15 US West Coast port disruption on container transport. The
disruption caused about 60% decrease in efficiency of cargo handling at terminals, resulting in increase
of transport lead time drastically. Container cargos had shifted to air freight and East Coast port, or

were partly canceled. Total direct economic loss of US and East Asia is estimated more than $7 billion.
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