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ANALYSIS OF STAGNATION OF CONTAINER TRANSPORT BETWEEN JAPAN
AND EUROPE/NORTH AMERICA DURING SUPPLY CHAIN CRISIS

Yasuhiro AKAKURA, Yoshiyuki NAGATSU and Kenji ONO

Global supply chain crisis became a vital issue, causing long delays in delivering products. Due to the
rapid expansion of demand in Europe and North America from the second half of 2020 and the stagnation
of port functions induced by the spread of the COVID-19 infection, many container ships waited offshore
of major ports at Europe, North America, and China and dwell time of each container at terminals also

lengthened.

This study analyzed the stagnation of container transport between Japan and Europe/North America by
grasping the actual required transport time, calculating the net shipping cost and investigating the trend of
shifting from maritime container to air transport. It was revealed that the prolonged transport time was
mainly caused by offshore waiting and long dwell time at ports in North America and Europe, and the main
commodities of shifting to air transport were auto parts and relating products.



