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An Arrangement of the Record of Coastal Disasters and the Process of
Restoration and Reconstruction after the Ise Bay Typhoon and
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
- In Relation to the Enactment and Revision of the Disaster Countermeasures Basic
Law -

OKAMOTO Osamu*

Synopsis

People have a tendency to forget past disasters, such as large storm surges and large earthquakes,
and the records of large disasters and the process of restoration and reconstruction are unorganized.
Therefore, this research focused on the Ise Bay Typhoon and Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, and
specifically on port areas and descriptions of the damage caused by these disasters, as well as the process
of restoration and reconstruction from these disasters.

The results of this research are as follows.

1) The lesson of the Ise Bay Typhoon is the damage of storm surge barriers without concrete back slopes.
Locations that had been barely damaged by typhoon No. 13 in 1953 were damaged by the Ise Bay
Typhoon.

2) After the Ise Bay Typhoon, consideration was made to avoid double investment in facilities, and
specifically breakwaters and storm surge barriers.

3) The lesson of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake is the effect of earthquake-resistant quays and the
large damage to the economy.

4) With the policy of the restoration and reconstruction of the Port of Kobe carried out by the national
government and so on, the volume of container cargo at the Port of Kobe revived to the level of 1994.

5) The processes of revision of the Disaster Countermeasures Basic Law show that, in addition to
strengthening the functions of administration for large disasters, self-help is emphasized, including
the importance of usual preparations for disasters, and the importance of public and mutual
assistance.

The results of this research are used for countermeasures against future large storm surges and

earthquakes, and for transmitting records of disasters.

Key Words: Ise Bay Typhoon, Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, Port and harbor, Transmission of records
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