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Analysis of Risks in Container Transport
between Japan and Europe/North America due to Dependance on the Foreign Port

AKAKURA Yasuhiro*
SASAKI Tomoko**

Synopsis

The number of container trunk services calling at ports in Japan has decreased continuously, associated
with the rapid enlarging of ship size after the second half of the 1990s, and it is possible that these services
will fully cease to call at Japanese ports. At the same time, the container volume of transshipment at Busan
port to and from Japan has increased.

Based on this background, this study estimated the increase in transport cost and time if Busan port's
operations were suspended by utilizing a previously developed port and route choice model, comparing the
status quo (Case 1) with the case of container trunk routes ceasing to call at Japanese ports (Case 2). As a result,
it was estimated that if the functions of Busan port were suspended for the same period as the Port of Kobe
after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, in Case 1, transport costs would increase 80 to 100 billion yen, and
transport time would increase within a few hours, while in Case 2, transport costs would increase 170 to 220

billion yen, and transport time would increase three to six days to or from North America.
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